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Taraval Station Newsletter Mini Updates 

 

Community Members,  
 
      
     In this issue, you will find information 
on events that are happening in our district 
and around the city. This issue also con-
tains the current crime statistics for rob-
bery, burglary and auto burglary.  
 
     If you are reporting a crime in progress, 

dial 9-1-1.  Also, call 9-1-1 to report fires, 

medical emergencies and any emergen-

cies related to public safety.  

 

     To report a non-emergency incident (a 

crime that has already occurred and the 

suspects are gone) please call the SFPD 

non-emergency phone number at 415-553

-0123 to have an Officer dispatched to 

meet with you.  

 

     You may also go to any SFPD district 

station to make a report or go to  

https://sanfranciscopolice.org/reportS 

 
 

Captain Nicholas Rainsford 

Commanding Officer  

Taraval Station 

Next Community  

Meeting: 

Tue., Jan. 15, 2019 
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

 

Taraval Station Community 

Room 

 

Thank you for subscribing to 
our Newsletter. 

Please follow us on: 

Twitter:  

@SFPDTaraval 

Website: http://
www.taraval.org 
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Beware of the ongoing Frauds that’s happening in our district. 

Advise your family members, friends and especially the elders of these fraudulent scams.  

 

BLESSING SCAM 

Blessing scams appeal to people’s superstitious beliefs. They first appeared in China and have seen a rise in the United States in 

recent years. Posing as a fortune-teller, the scammer will say that he or she can sense a curse on the target or a member of the 

target’s family. The scammer then offers to perform a ritual to drive evil spirits away. The target is told to bring a bag of money or 

jewelry to be blessed during the ritual, which then gets switched with another bag that’s filled with useless objects like plastic 

bottles. As part of the scam, the target is instructed to wait for a certain period of time (days, weeks) before opening the bag, 

which allows the scammer to get away with the switch. 

 

The Grandparent Scam 

Suspects call senior citizens and impersonate their adult grandchildren in order to hit them up for money. The typical take on this 
scam is anywhere between $3,000 and $4,000. The suspect would even call again. If the suspect gets money, they'll have another 
person call up impersonating a police officer and ask for additional funds in order for their grandchild to be released. They claim 
there are extra charges for property damage. Once the money is taken, you'll never see it again 

 

Medicare/health insurance fraud 

Many of these scams operate via door-to-door or over-the-phone solicitations by someone claiming to be a Medicare representa-
tive.  The suspects would tell the victim that they are eligible to receive a back brace or knee brace.  All they need is your infor-
mation.   

 

Give money for more money 

Suspect tells the victim that the suspect had inherited large sum of money or they have a large sum of money that they need to get 
rid of.  The suspect shows the victim the money and then tells the victim that he would need some good faith money in order to 
receive the larger amount of money.  A stranger, but actually an accomplice just happened to just walk by and the suspect offers 
the accomplice the same great deal.  The victim would then be taken to the bank to withdraw large amounts of money.  Money 
would be exchange, but the suspect gives the victim a bunch of papers.  By the time the victim’s finds out what happened, the sus-
pect would be long gone.   
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Beware of Home Burglaries  

 

Visit https://sfsafe.org for safety materials and services. 
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Previous Weeks Notable Incidents  
*** Not all crimes are reported in the daily report, Address shown are the “Unit Block” where the incident took place. 
 

Daily Crime Report :: Sun – Dec 30, 2018 
Stolen Vehicle – Possession of Burglary Tools – Arrested 
7:35 pm 
00 Lakeview Ave 
Officers responded to a report of suspicious activity regarding a parked vehicle. Responding officers arrived at the location and ob-
served the suspect sitting in the driver’s seat of the vehicle, which was reported by the witness as belonging to his brother. However, 
the suspect stated that the vehicle was his and that he had the key as proof. An inspection of the key, however, revealed that it was a 
shaven key that is commonly used to steal vehicles. After further investigation, the suspect was arrested. 
 

Daily Crime Report :: Mon – Dec 31, 2018 
Traffic Violation – Resisting Arrest – Loaded Firearm in Vehicle – Arrested 
8:56 pm 
Font Blvd & Chumasero Dr 
Officers responded to a report of a possible incident of domestic violence. The witness reported that his daughter was dating the sus-
pect and that the suspect had been yelling at her daughter all day. Responding officers arrived at the location and approached the 
suspect, who was inside a vehicle. However, the suspect immediately drove away from the officers and was stopped by additional 
officers shortly afterwards. The officers conducted a traffic stop and escorted the suspect out of the vehicle. The suspect was instruct-
ed to sit on the sidewalk but the suspect declined. During the search of the vehicle, which located a BB gun and a loaded firearm, the 
suspect unsuccessfully attempted to flee the location on foot. The suspect was detained and handcuffed. After further investigation, 
the suspect was arrested. 
 

Daily Crime Report :: Tue – Jan 01, 2019 
 No notable incidents.  ( Happy New Year) 
 

Daily Crime Report :: Wed – Jan 02, 2019 
Traffic Violation – No Driver’s License – Cited 
11:12 am 
Ocean Ave & Lee Ave 
Officers were on patrol and observed a suspicious vehicle. The officers conducted a computer check on the vehicle which revealed 
that the vehicle’s registration had been expired since 2015. The officers conducted a traffic stop and a computer check on the driver 
revealed that she did not have a license. The driver was cited. 

Vehicle Tampering – Possession of Burglary Tools – Arrested 
3:10 pm 
700 Taraval St 
Officers were on patrol when they were alerted that a stolen vehicle was nearby in the area. A search for the vehicle revealed that it 
was located in a parking lot with two suspects still inside the vehicle. The officers made contact with the suspects and asked them to 
exit the vehicle. The suspects complied without incident and stated that they saw that the car’s door was open so they entered the car 
to stay warm. A computer check revealed that one of the suspects was a felon and a search located a taser and a shaved key in his 
possession. After further investigation, one suspect was cited and the other was arrested. 
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Notable Incidents (Cont.) 

Daily Crime Report :: Wed – Jan 02, 2019 
Burglary – Robbery with a gun 
9:29 pm 
400 Saint Francis Blvd 
Officers responded to a report of a home invasion. The victims reported that they were inside their home, in the master bedroom, 
when four suspects entered the house. The suspects pointed a gun at the victims and demanded their property before searching the 
house. The suspects then fled the area with the stolen property.  
 

Daily Crime Report :: Thu – Jan 03, 2019 
Traffic Violation – No Driver’s License – Cited 
7:42 pm 
19th Ave & Sloat Blvd 
Officers were on patrol and observed a suspicious vehicle. The officers conducted a check on the vehicle which revealed that the vehi-
cle’s registration had been expired since April 2018. The officers conducted a traffic stop and a computer check on the driver revealed 
that his license had also expired. The driver was cited. 

Carjacking 
9:53 am 
Junipero Serra Blvd & Holloway Ave 
Officers responded to a report of a carjacking. The victim stated that she had just parked her vehicle when the suspect walked up to 
her and took the keys away from her hands. The suspect then pushed the victim on to the ground, got into the victim’s vehicle and 
drove away.   

Robbery 
6:58 pm 
Niantic Ave & Saint Charles Ave 
Officers responded to a report of a robbery. The victim reported that she had just realized that she was being followed while walking 
home when two suspects approached her and pushed her against a parked vehicle. The suspects told the victim that they had a gun 
and demanded that she give them her property. The suspects took the victim’s property and fled the area. The victim stated that she 
did not see a weapon during the incident.   

Assault 
2:25pm 
1600 16th Ave 
Officers responded to a report of an assault over an auto boosting incident. The victim stated that she had yelled at the suspect, who 
had suddenly ducked down near her friend’s vehicle. After the victim yelled at the suspect, the suspect immediately fled the area. The 
victim and her friend ran after the suspect, who entered a waiting vehicle. As the suspect fled in the vehicle, the vehicle narrowly 
missed hitting the victim.  
 
Daily Crime Report :: Fri – Jan 04, 2019 
Assault – Traffic Collision – Arrested 
12:24 pm 
Portola Dr & West Portal Ave 
Officers responded to a report of a collision that had occurred in the Ingleside district. The victim reported that he had been stopped 
at a stoplight when the suspect drove up to him and told him that he had hit his vehicle. The victim responded that he did not hit the 
suspect’s vehicle and continued driving. The suspect followed the suspect and hit the victim’s vehicle, causing the victim to stop his 
car.  When the victim stopped, the suspect exited his car and approached the victim’s car window. The victim stated that he had to 
grab the suspect by the neck to stop an assault. Responding officers investigated the incident and the suspect was arrested. 
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Notable Incidents (Cont.) 

Daily Crime Report :: Sat – Jan 05, 2019 
Assault – Robbery – Arrested 

1:51 am 

4000 19th Ave 

Officers responded to a robbery at a storage unit. Responding officers arrived at the location and made contact with the suspect and 

the victim. The suspect stated that he had been helping the victim move and the victim suddenly attacked him. The victim stated that 

she had been there to consolidate her items into another storage unit with the suspect, who was a friend of a friend. The victim re-

ported that during the move, she noticed that money was missing and an argument ensued between the suspect and the victim. Dur-

ing the argument, the suspect hit the victim with a metal tool. Afterwards, the suspect fled the area with the victim’s property. A 

search of the suspect located the missing items in his possession. After further investigation, the suspect was arrested. 

 

 

See More 
Daily Crime Reports 

Do you want to know what happens daily in the District? 

Read more at http://www.taraval.org/?cat=14 

 
Note: Not all crimes are reported 
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Robbery 01/01/19 – 01/09/19 

If the dots does not add up to the number, there may be multiple incidents with the same address.  

*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation.  Numbers may or 

may not change as more information becomes available. 
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If the dots does not add up to the number, there may be multiple incidents with the same address.  

*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation.  Numbers may or 

may not change as more information becomes available. 

Burglary 01/01/19 – 01/09/19 
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If the dots does not add up to the number, there may be multiple incidents with the same address.  

*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation.  Numbers may or 

may not change as more information becomes available. 

Auto Burglaries 01/01/19 – 01/09/19 
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Robbery 12/01/18 – 12/31/18 

 

If the dots does not add up to the number, there may be multiple incidents with the same address.  

*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation.  Numbers may or 

may not change as more information becomes available. 
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Burglary 12/01/18 – 12/31/18 
 

 

If the dot does not add up to the numbers, there may be locations with multiple incident with the same address.  

*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation.  Numbers may or may not change as more 

information becomes available. 
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Auto Burglaries 12/01/18 – 12/31/18 

 

If the dots does not add up to the number, there may be multiple incidents with the same address.  

*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation.  Numbers may or 

may not change as more information becomes available. 
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 Beware of Scams  

 
Fake Check Scams 
Consumers paid with phony checks for work or for items they’re trying to sell, instructed to wire 
money back to buyer 

Prizes/Sweepstakes/Free Gifts 
Requests for payment to claim fictitious prizes, lottery winnings, or gifts 

Recovery/Refund Companies 
Scammers contact victims and claim the consumer owes money on a fictitious debt or to help 
recover money lost in a previous scam 

Advance Fee Loans, Credit Arrangers 
False promises of business or personal loans, even if credit is bad, for a fee upfront 

Phishing/Spoofing 
Emails pretending to be from a well-known source ask consumers to enter or confirm personal 
information 

Computers: Equipment and Software 
Scammers claim to offer “technical support” for computer problems and charge a fee to fix a 
nonexistent problem 

Scholarships/Grants 
For a fee, a “search company” offers to conduct customized search for scholarships or grants for 
students. Scammers take money and run or provide a worthless list 

Friendship & Sweetheart Swindles 
Con artist nurtures an online relationship, builds trust, and convinces victim to send money 

Charitable Solicitations 
Scammers contact victims claiming to represent non-existent charities (or real charities they 
don’t actually work for) and ask for donations. 
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Definition of Suspicious Activity 

Suspicious activity is any observed behavior that could indicate a crime-related incident has 

been committed, or about to be committed. Unusual items or situations: A vehicle is parked 

in an odd location, a package/luggage is unattended, a window/door is open that is usually 

closed, or other out-of-the-ordinary situations occur. 

 

Examples of Suspicious Activity: 

  An individual peering into vehicles, to try, and locate any valuables left unattended. 

  An individual trying door handles to vehicles, and/or residences to gain access to the 
 vehicle and/ or residence. 

  An individual checking front doors of residences to locate any unattended packages or

  individuals following delivery trucks to see where the truck is dropping off packages. 

  Please dial 911 to report crimes in progress, suspicious activity or for life threatening 

 emergencies. If it is not an emergency, dial (415) 553-0123.  



January  2019  19

 

Definition of Community Policing 

Community policing, or community-oriented policing, is a strategy of policing 

that focuses on police building ties and working closely with members of the 

communities. 

Homeless Outreach and Outreach to Drug Users:  

 Taraval Station has two officers that coordinate with city agencies to provide    
 outreach and assistance to rehabilitate those who are dependent on illegal 
 drugs and outreach to homeless individuals to connect them with resources 
 and support.   

Foot Patrols:  

 Taraval Station has 3 foot beat locations.  These officers are assigned to        
 Irving St, West Portal Ave and Ocean Ave. 

Monthly Police Community Relations Meetings:  

 Community Meetings are going to be held continuously. Officers and  
 sergeants also attend meetings with merchants groups, business groups, 
 development authorities and others. Concerns are voiced and addressed 
 through problem solving. These meeting will be on the third Tuesday of each 
 month.   

Email Updates: 

  Taraval Station will send out newsletter updates to residents in the District 
 that alerts residents of crime trends, upcoming community events, crime 
 prevention tips, and information on how to contact officers at the District 
 Station. 
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Make the Right Call SF 

 
Make the right call. Keep 9-1-1 available for emergencies. 

9-1-1 
Police, Fire & Medical 
Available 24/7 

Is there a danger to life, property or the environment? 

Is there a crime in progress? 

Is someone having a medical emergency and needs immediate assistance? 

Is there a fire?  

If you answered YES to any of these questions, immediately call 9-1-1. 

 

3-1-1 
City Services & Information 
Available 24/7 

Police reports for crimes not in progress such as: 
-Auto Burglaries 
-Petty Theft 
-Vandalism 

Report graffiti, potholes, abandoned vehicles, or blocked driveways. 

Garbage and recycling services 

Street and park maintenance 

Property Tax Payments 

Birth Certificates 

Marriage Licenses 

Business Registration 

 

415-553-0123 
Police Non-Emergency Assistance 
Available 24/7 

Noise complaints 

Loitering 

Citizen standby 
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Applying is Easy! 
1. Apply with the City and County of San Francisco at (Entry Level (Q-2) Police Officer) Go to 

www.nationaltestingnetwork.com, choose law enforcement, and register to take the San Francisco 

exam ($45). Financial assistance is available. 

2. Choose an available exam date that's convenient for you. 

3. Schedule your exam. 
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The SFPD wants to hear from YOU. 

 
We are committed to excellence in law enforcement and are dedicated to the people, tra-

ditions and diversity of our City. Our mission is to provide service with understanding, re-

sponse with compassion, performance with integrity and law enforcement with vision. 

We welcome your comments. Let us know how we’re doing, what we could be doing 

better and your thoughts on how your police department can work more closely with the 

community we proudly serve. 

Visit us at sanfranciscopolice.org/feedback. Your feedback will help SFPD better serve our 

City. Comments will be reviewed by our Community Engagement Unit and forwarded to 

the relevant unit, department office or neighborhood station for review and follow up, if 

appropriate. 

(If this is an emergency, please call 911. For non-emergencies, call 415-553-0123. You 

may also visit http://sanfranciscopolice.org/police-commendation-complaint for more 

information on providing input on SFPD policies and practices.) 

 

http://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/feedback
http://sanfranciscopolice.org/police-commendation-complaint
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SFPD RESOURCES 
EMERGENCY: 911 
Non-Emergency: 553-0123 
Cell Phone 911: 911 / 553-8090 
Customer Service Center: 311 
SFPD Tip Line: 566-0115 
Anonymous Tip-Line 575-4444 
Chinese Tip Line: 315-2435 
Text a Tip: 847411 (Tip 411) 
Blessing Scam Hotline: 553-9219 
Graffiti Abatement: 850-6951 
 

TARAVAL STATION RESOURCES 
Taraval Station: 759-3100 
Captain Nicholas Rainsford: 759-3100 - nicholas.rainsford@sfgov.org 
Patrol Lieutenants: 759-3100 
Taraval Administration & Community Sgt.: 759-3120 – Sgt. Lynn Pomatto 
Taraval Permits/ Code Abatement: 759-3123 – Officer Matt Faliano 
Neighborhood Deputy District Attorney: 553-1868 - Maggie Buitrago 
Website: www.taraval.org / Taraval Station E-mail: SFPDTaravalStation@sfgov.org 
To Reserve Our Community Room: taravalcommunityroom@sfgov.org  
 

OTHER RESOURCES 
Dept. of Parking & Traffic: 553-1943 
DPW Dispatch 695-2020 
S.A.F.E. 553-1984 

 

ALL EMERGENCY CALLS: 911 

We, the members of the San 
Francisco Police Department, are committed to excel-
lence in law enforcement and are dedicated to the peo-
ple, traditions and diversity of our City. In order to pro-

tect life and property, prevent crime and reduce the 
fear of crime, we will provide service with understand-
ing, response with compassion, performance with in-

tegrity and law enforcement with vision. 

 

http://www.taraval.org/

