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Taraval Station Newsletter  

September 21 - 27 

 

Dear residents, merchants, and community stakeholders of the 
Taraval District,  

I’d like to highlight the tremendous work that your Officers are 

doing on a daily basis.  The following two incidents highlight our 

commitment to being guardians of our community and reducing 

violent crime.  During this last week, Officers at Taraval assisted 

in locating two missing juveniles and returning them to their 

highly concerned and scared parents.  The other incident in-

volved making an arrest and seizing a firearm pursuant to an 

investigation that began following one man shooting at another 

man.  Additional details are on the next page.   

Be safe, 

A/Captain Lozada 

 
 - Compared to the same time last year (9/27/2019), the num-
bers year to date are as follows: Currently, we are down 26% in 
vehicle burglaries, 20% in assaults, and 24% in robberies.  We are 
currently up 30% in vehicle thefts and 8% in home and commer-
cial burglaries. Officers are out in your neighborhood patrolling 
the streets and enforcing the law.  Help us; If you see something, 
Say something.   
 
- If you are reporting a crime in progress, dial 9-1-1(415-553-
8090 on cell phones) to report fires, medical emergencies or any 
emergency related to public safety. To report a non-emergency 
incident (a crime that has already occurred and the suspects are 
gone) please call the SFPD non-emergency phone number at 415
-553-0123 or you can go online to file certain reports at https://
www.sanfranciscopolice.org/get-service/police-reports/file-
police-report  

- Taraval Station 

 

 

 

A/Captain Aaron Lozada 

Commanding Officer  

Taraval Station 

Next Community  

Meeting:  

 
Due to the current situation, we will 

update everyone with the date and 

location of our next meeting.   Stay 

tune for more info.  

Taraval Community Room Will Be 

Closed Until Further Notice. 

 

Thank you for subscribing to 
our Newsletter. 

Please follow us on: 

Twitter:  

@SFPDTaraval 

Website: http://
www.taraval.org 
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 Sideshow - on 9/27 9:26 pm numerous vehicles came over to our district in the area of Randolph St & 

Head St and started an illegal sideshow.  SFPD Mobile Field Force responded to the location to safely dis-

perse the sideshow.  The Mobile Field Force secured video evidence to assist in the identity of vehicles 

and suspects participating in the illegal event.  The investigation will continue and, should sufficient evi-

dence exist, enforcement action including arrests will occur.  If you see a sideshow in your area, call 911.  

 We are receiving more reports of garage burglaries. Suspects are able to gain entry by defeating the auto-

matic garage door emergency locking mechanism.  See page 3 for more information.  

 Catalytic converter thefts are still an on-going issue.  See page 9 for prevention information.   

 Package theft.  See page 10 for prevention information from SFSafe.  

   

   

Search Warrant for Attempted Homicide Suspects  

TNT Officers investigated an incident of shots fired that occurred on September 15th at the unit block of Hol-

loway Ave. TNT Officers gathered security videos in the area. During the course of their investigation, two 

suspects were identified.  A search warrant was obtained & executed. A firearm was seized and both suspects 

were arrested for the shooting and attempted homicide.  
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Thieves  can Break Into Locked Garages with Just a Coat Hanger 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A burglar can open a closed roll up garage door in seconds, with just a small block of wood and a coat 
hanger. This garage door safety release mechanism can be tripped from outside of your garage door with 
nothing more than a coat hanger. To open up a roll-up garage door, all a thief needs to do is thread a coat 
hanger or hooked piece of wire through the top of the door and pull the emergency latch. By disengaging 
the safety release on your door the door can be rolled up by hand to let a thief inside and then quickly back 
down as if nothing were out of the ordinary. 
 
It’s very easy to defeat an automatic garage door opener and break into a garage, especially when you have 
garage door windows that enable a thief to see exactly what they’re doing. Even without windows the task is 
fairly easy and can be done just on feel and knowing the mid-point of your garage where the release cord is 
located. 
 
Removing the cord makes getting in a bit more time-consuming for a burglar to get inside your garage. If it 
takes too long the thief may give up rather than risk getting caught in the act of braking in your garage.   

 
The Best Solution – Lock the release lever into the engaged position. On some garage door openers, you can 
use a plastic cable tie or some thin wire to tie the lever to the carriage assembly it  is attached to. The lever 
always has a hole in it (to attach the release cord) and some carriage assemblies have holes you can run the 
cable tie or wire through. If your garage door release doesn’t, you can drill a hole. The idea is that you just 
need to make it virtually impossible for a flimsy coat hanger to be able to pull the lever down, while, at the 
same time, allowing you to cut or remove your simple lock from inside the garage.  One options is using zip
-ties to lock the engaging arm on the automatic opener. While this will prevent the bypass technique em-
ployed by thieves, the safety pull handle can still be yanked hard from inside the garage to break the zip ties 
in an emergency. Another way is to create a shield or cover so the coat hanger can not access the release. 
These methods will still allows you to use your remote control to open the garage door.  Search the internet 
or ask your garage door specialist for more safety preventions.  
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https://www.ready.gov/september  

https://sfdem.org/get-city-alerts  

https://www.ready.gov/september
https://www.ready.gov/september
https://sfdem.org/get-city-alerts
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Department of Elections 

Be prepared for the next election. Find out what contests will appear on the ballot, options for casting your 

vote, how to mark your ballot, and more. 

 

https://sfelections.sfgov.org/voting
https://sfelections.sfgov.org/ways-vote
https://sfelections.sfgov.org/whats-on-the-ballot
https://sfelections.sfgov.org/ranked-choice-voting
https://sfelections.sfgov.org/language-access
https://sfelections.sfgov.org/accessible-voting-and-services
https://sfelections.sfgov.org/military-and-overseas-voting
https://sfelections.sfgov.org/agency-and-district-elections
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Brotherhood Way & Commonwealth Ave. Hate Crime        

Investigations 20-101 

 

The San Francisco Police Department is investigating incidents that occurred at a school located 
on the 800 block of Brotherhood Way and at a church located on the unit block of Commonwealth 
Avenue. The SFPD is investigating these incidents as hate crimes. The SFPD has taken steps to 
increase the safety and security of the community and for the physical sites however, we ask that 
the community remain alert and report anything suspicious to the police. Investigators are actively 
working to identify those responsible for the crimes and to place them under arrest. 
The latest incident occurred on September 19, 2020, at approximately 2:25 AM. Officers assigned 
to patrol the school on the 800 block of Brotherhood Way heard gunshots in the area. The officers 
immediately searched for the source of the gunshots, but no suspects were located. During the 
search, officers located a damaged sign in front of the school, which appeared to be caused by a 
bullet, but no injuries were reported. 
 
Anyone with information is asked to call the SFPD 24- hour tip line at 1-415-575-4444 or Text a Tip 

to TIP411 and begin the text message with SFPD. You may remain anonymous. 

tel:+1-415-575-4444
sms://847411
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The video can be viewed by clicking this link: https://vimeo.com/452723805/8db0311cd1  

Keeping items out of your vehicle when parked is important to not tempt thieves. One thing to keep in mind while parked 
at your residence is to remove your garage door openers. Sergeant Scott Hom with the San Francisco Police Depart-

https://vimeo.com/452723805/8db0311cd1
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SFPD to Unveil New Online System to Obtain Copies of Police 

Reports via GovQA 20-096 

The SFPD Crime Information Services Unit (CISU) processes requests for copies of police inci-
dent reports and is pleased to announce the release of a new and improved way to process these 
requests. 

Effective Tuesday, September 8, 2020 the Incident Report Request Portal goes live! The portal, 
powered by GovQA, will modernize CISU’s processes and greatly streamline the Department’s 
distribution of incident reports. 

 
Victims of crimes, parties to traffic collisions and their representatives will have the ability to create 
an account through CISU’s GovQA portal and will be able to be track request(s), receive reports 
and correspond securely online. Using the portal is the most secure and convenient way to re-
quest and receive copies of incident reports filed with SFPD in the City. All other existing submittal 
methods for requesting copies of incident reports will remain available. 

 
This online request portal will receive and process all types of San Francisco Police Incident Re-
port requests. Report types include traffic collisions, domestic violence and all other incidents of 
general crime. 

 
The portal also includes a Fast FAQs section to help answer common questions about the report 
request process. 

Information about requesting reports is available on the CISU webpage at: 
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/get-service/police-reports/request-police-report 

 
The portal can be accessed via the page above or directly at: 

https://cisusanfranciscopd.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/SupportHome.aspx?lp=3 

 
Anyone with questions or comments about this new service may contact a CISU 
supervisor during normal business hours at 1-415-575-7232. 

 

Crime reports and collision reports occurring at the San Francisco International 

Airport are available for a fee after five (5) business days at the San Mateo County Hall 

of Justice, Records, 3rd Floor, 400 County Center, Redwood City 94063, Monday 

through Friday, 9:00AM to 5:00PM Phone: 1-650-363-4525, Fax: 1- 650-365-9884. 

https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/get-service/police-reports/request-police-report
https://cisusanfranciscopd.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/SupportHome.aspx?lp=3
tel:+1-415-575-7232
tel:+1-650-363-4525
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Protect Your Vehicle Against Catalytic Converter Theft  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The catalytic converter was mandated for all U.S. cars and trucks in 1975, to convert harmful pollutants into 
less harmful emissions before they left the exhaust system. Precious metals such as platinum, palladium, 
rhodium or gold are used as the catalyst. Depending on which metal was used, thieves can sell the convert-
ers to metal recyclers for $20-$200. The recyclers then extract the metal and resell thousands of dollars an 
ounce, as in the case of rhodium. While national theft figures are not recorded for catalytic converter theft, 
the crime has risen in tandem with sharply rising metal prices. 

 

Thieves can remove a catalytic converter quickly, often in less than two minutes. The only tools a thief 
needs are a wrench (for converters that are bolted on) or a reciprocating saw (for converters that are weld-
ed in).  Most common vehicle we’ve seen hit are Toyota Prius and vehicles with high ground clearance.  

 

We recommend parking your vehicle in your garage or in a well-lit area and close to heavy foot or vehicle 
traffic. Have the catalytic converter welded to your car’s frame. Engrave your vehicle’s identification num-
ber (VIN) on the catalytic converter. Determine if your vehicle has a motion sensor or consider installing one 
where any motion will trigger the alarm. There are also newer security features can be added to enclose the 
catalytic converter.   

 

Taraval Officers had arrested the suspects on two incidents.  We had seen only a slight decline after those 
arrest, but the thefts are still on going.  If you see something say something, report it to the police.   
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With the Covid-19 restrictions lifting in phases and many of us are 
starting to venture out again, here are some Package Theft Prevention 
Guide from SFSafe to help prevent your packages from being stolen.  
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Did you just purchase a new bicycle or have one that hasn’t 

been registered? 

 

Register you bicycle at SFSAFE  at https://sfsafe.org/safe-bikes/  

 

 

https://sfsafe.org/safe-bikes/
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Have you recently purchased a new bicycle or have an old one that you cherish. Here are some tips 
from SFSafe on what you should do next to increase your chances of recovering your bicycle if it is 
ever stolen.  
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Combating Hate Crimes 

 

Hate has no home in San Francisco, whether during a pandemic or in normal times. 

The San Francisco Police Department and San Francisco District Attorney's Office 

have collaborated to provide valuable information to help people identify and report 

hate crimes. 

  

Watch the video at https://vimeo.com/409110581  

 

 

https://vimeo.com/409110581
https://vimeo.com/409110581
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Police Commission Disciplinary Actions "Veronese" 

Reports 

Quarterly Disciplinary Review Board report is located at: 

https://sfgov.org/policecommission/police-commission-disciplinary-actions-veronese-reports 

 

 

Published Reports 
Information to the community on Use of Force, Early Intervention System, FDRB Reports, Reports on lAD and Police Commission 
Sustained Complaints and Sworn Demographics and General information regarding the investigation of Officer Involved Shootings, 
including the Quarterly Update on Officer Involved Shooting Investigations located at: 

https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/your-sfpd/published-reports 
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Previous Weeks Notable Incidents  
*** Not all crimes are reported in the daily report, addresses shown are the “Unit Block” where the incident took place. 

Daily Crime Report :: Mon – September 21, 2020 

Assault – Threats – Arrested 
10:49 pm 
2300 28th Ave 
The victim reported that the suspect, an upstairs neighbor, had his window open and the TV on very loud. The victim yelled out to 
ask the suspect to quiet down but did not receive a response. The victim used a broom handle to knock on the suspect’s window 
which prompted an argument with the suspect. During the argument, the suspect pointed a gun at the victim and threatened him. 
Responding officers arrived at the location and detained the suspect. A search also located the gun as reported by the victim. After 
further investigation, the suspect was arrested.  

Sideshow 
12:07 am 
Plymouth Ave & Sadowa St 
Officers were on patrol in the area when they heard a large group of motorists gathering. An investigation revealed that approxi-
mately 50 vehicles had blocked a nearby intersection with some vehicles attempting to do stunts in an unsafe manner. Additional 
officers responded and the group dispersed without incident.  

Possession of Stolen Property – Methamphetamine Offense – Cited 

11:59 am 

1556 Great Hwy 

The victim reported that his speakers, which were stolen yesterday and thrown on to a roof of a building afterwards, had been taken 

by the suspect. The victim confronted the suspect, who had climb on to the roof of the building to retrieve the speakers, and de-

manded his property back. The suspect refused and brandished a handgun at the victim. Responding officers located the suspect 

and detained him. A search revealed the speakers and methamphetamine in the suspect’s possession. After further investigation, it 

was determined that the gun was a BB gun. The suspect was cited. 

Daily Crime Report :: Tue – September 22, 2020 

No notable incidents for this day. Go to http://www.taraval.org/?p=17678 

Daily Crime Report :: Wed – September 23, 2020 

Battery 
7:33 pm 
200 Brighton Ave 
Officer responded to a report of a battery. The victim reported that he had been showing the suspect, his mother, their finances 
when she became upset and punched him multiple times. The victim then left the residence.  

Suspicious Acts towards Female 
3:00 pm 
2000 Ulloa St 
The victim entered Taraval Station to report an incident which occurred after she had finished jogging and was approaching her 
house. The suspect, who had double parked in front of the victim’s home, approached her and made inappropriate comments about 
the victim’s appearance and demanded the victim’s contact information despite the victim’s multiple refusals. The suspect then 
made lewd gestures in the victim’s presence before the victim entered a neighbor’s house. The suspect then left the area.  
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Notable Incidents (Cont.) 
Burglary – Cited 
2:23 pm 
200 West Portal Ave 
Officers responded to a report of suspicious activity. The victim stated that he had recognized the suspect, who had recently stolen 
two iPads from the victim’s business, and observed that the suspect was suspiciously peering into multiple parked vehicles. Respond-
ing officers located the suspect and a search revealed the two stolen iPads along with an object commonly used to break win-
dows. The suspect was cited.  

Daily Crime Report :: Thu – September 24, 2020 
Assault with a Knife – Battery – Arrested 
10:39 am 
4100 Judah St 
The victim reported that the suspect, her 16 year old son, had been smoking marijuana earlier that morning and moved his bed to 
block the window. The victim told the suspect to move the bed back but the suspect responded angrily and yelled at the victim before 
punching the victim several times. The suspect broke the victim’s TV and her laptop before the victim was able to call the police. Be-
fore the officers’ arrival, the suspect then threatened the victim with a knife while demanding to see the victim’s call log. Responding 
officers arrived at the location and the suspect, who was still holding the knife, advanced towards them.  The suspect then stated that 
he wanted the officers to shoot him so his mother could watch it happen. The officers disarmed the suspect with a bean bag round 
and arrested him.   

Daily Crime Report :: Fri – September 25, 2020 
Robbery 
1:02 pm 
Arballo Dr & Higuera Ave 
Officers responded to a report of a robbery. The victim reported that she had been out for a walk when a SUV suddenly pulled up next 
to her and the suspects exited the car. One of the suspects showed the victim a yellow colored chain and attempted to put it on the 
victim while a second suspect grabbed the victim’s watch from her wrist. Both suspects then ran back to their vehicle with the stolen 
jewelry. The victim attempted to reach into the SUV for her property but a suspect hit her hand, causing injuries. The suspects then 
fled the area.  

Trespassing 
1:35 pm 
2100 28th Ave 
Officers responded to a report of a trespasser. The victim reported that she had been asleep when she was woken up by a thumping 
noise from outside. The victim went to investigate and observed the suspect, who appeared intoxicated, opening a sliding window and 
peeking into one of the rooms. The suspect then fled the scene.  

Daily Crime Report :: Sat – September 26, 2020 
Robbery 
11:43 pm 
Judah St & 45th Ave 
Officers responded to a report of a robbery. The victim reported that he had just exited a store and was on a video call with a friend 
when the suspect suddenly approached him and accused the victim of filming him. The suspect then punched the victim several times 
before stealing the victim’s backpack. The suspect then fled the area with the victim’s property.   
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Notable Incidents (Cont.) 

Daily Crime Report :: Sun – September 27, 2020 
No notable incidents for this day. Go to http://www.taraval.org/?p=17692 

 

 

 

 

Note: Not all crimes are reported 

Read More 

Daily Crime Reports 

Do you want to know what happens daily in the District? 

Read more at http://www.taraval.org/?cat=14 
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Auto Burglaries 09/01/20 – 09/27/20 

If the dots does not add up to the number, there may be multiple incidents with the same address.  

*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation.  Numbers may or 

may not change as more information becomes available. Production date 09/29/20 - 0900 hrs 
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Commercial and Residential Burglaries  

09/01/20 – 09/27/20 

 

 

If the dots does not add up to the number, there may be multiple incidents with the same address.  

*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation.  Numbers may or 

may not change as more information becomes available. Production date 09/29/20 - 0900 hrs 
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Robbery 09/01/20 – 09/27/20 

If the dots does not add up to the number, there may be multiple incidents with the same address.  

*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation.  Numbers may or 

may not change as more information becomes available. Production date 09/29/20 - 0900 hrs 
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Definition of Suspicious Activity 
Suspicious activity is any observed behavior that could indicate a crime-related incident has been committed, or about to be committed. Unusual items or situa-

tions: A vehicle is parked in an odd location, a package/luggage is unattended, a window/door is open that is usually closed, or other out-of-the-ordinary situations 

occur. 

Examples of Suspicious Activity: 

  An individual peering into vehicles, to try, and locate any valuables left unattended. 

  An individual trying door handles to vehicles, and/or residences to gain access to the vehicle and/ or residence. 

  An individual checking front doors of residences to locate any unattended packages or  individuals following delivery trucks to see where the truck is 

 dropping off packages. 

  Please dial 911 to report crimes in progress, suspicious activity or for life threatening  emergencies. If it is not an emergency, dial (415) 553-0123.  

 

 

 

Definition of Community Policing 

Community policing, or community-oriented policing, is a strategy of policing that focuses on police building ties and working closely with 
members of the communities. 

Homeless Outreach and Outreach to Drug Users:  

 Taraval Station has two officers that coordinate with city agencies to provide  outreach and assistance to rehabilitate those who are 
dependent on illegal drugs and outreach to homeless individuals to connect them with resources  and support.   

Foot Patrols:  

 Taraval Station has 3 foot beat locations.  These officers are assigned to Irving St, West Portal Ave and Ocean Ave. 

Monthly Police Community Relations Meetings:  

 Monthly community meeting are currently on hold due to the current situation, we will update everyone with the date and location 
of our next meeting.   Stay tune for more info.  

Email Updates: 

  Taraval Station will send out newsletter updates to residents in the District  that alerts residents of crime trends, upcoming commu-
nity events, crime prevention tips, and information on how to contact officers at the District  Station. 
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Make the Right Call SF 
Make the right call. Keep 9-1-1 available for emergencies. 

9-1-1 

Police, Fire & Medical 

Available 24/7 

Is there a danger to life, property or the environment? 

Is there a crime in progress? 

Is someone having a medical emergency and needs immediate assistance? 

Is there a fire?  

If you answered YES to any of these questions, immediately call 9-1-1. 

3-1-1 

City Services & Information 

Available 24/7 

Police reports for crimes not in progress such as: 

-Auto Burglaries 

-Petty Theft 

-Vandalism 

Report graffiti, potholes, abandoned vehicles, or blocked driveways. 

Garbage and recycling services 

Street and park maintenance 

Property Tax Payments 

Birth Certificates 

Marriage Licenses 

Business Registration 

415-553-0123 
Police Non-Emergency Assistance 
Available 24/7 

Noise complaints 

Loitering 

Citizen standby 

Wellness checks 
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Police Commendation 
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/get-service/police-commendation 

Everyone appreciates a compliment! There are several ways you can offer a compliment to our officers and civilian workers for a 
job well done: 
You can email the Captain of the station in your neighborhood.  For Taraval Station, Email Aaron.Lozada@sfgov.org 
You can contact the department’s Community Engagement Division, at: sfpdcommunityrelations@sfgov.org. 

You can also write to or email Chief William Scott: 
 

San Francisco Police Headquarters, Chief's Office 

1245 3rd Street, 6th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94158 

SFPDChief@sfgov.org 

 

Police Complaint  
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/get-service/police-complaint 

The San Francisco Police Department is committed to ensuring that all of our officers and civilian staff provide unbiased, quality 
service to our City’s diverse communities. Toward that goal, the SFPD and the City of San Francisco provide several ways to file a 
complaint. 
The Department of Police Accountability is charged with impartially investigating complaints against SFPD officers and making poli-
cy recommendations regarding police practices. You can also call the DPA at 1-415-241-7711 (the TTY line is 1-415-241-7770) 
or visit the Department of Police Accountability website to file a complaint at https://sfgov.org/dpa/. 

The DPA is located at 25 Van Ness Ave., Suite 700, San Francisco, CA 94102. 

 

You may also contact a department supervisor at any SFPD police station. Each station is open 24 hours a day. SFPD personnel are 

required to receive complaints courteously and to assist you with filing them. 

mailto:sfpdcommunityrelations@sfgov.org
mailto:SFPDChief@sfgov.org
tel:+1-415-241-7711
tel:+1-415-241-7770
https://sfgov.org/dpa/
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/your-sfpd#paragraph-511
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SFPD RESOURCES 
EMERGENCY: 911 
Non-Emergency: 553-0123 
Cell Phone 911: 911 / 553-8090 
Customer Service Center: 311 
SFPD Tip Line: 566-0115 
Anonymous Tip-Line 575-4444 
Chinese Tip Line: 315-2435 
Text a Tip: 847411 (Tip 411) 
Blessing Scam Hotline: 553-9219 
Graffiti Abatement: 850-6951 
 

TARAVAL STATION RESOURCES 
Taraval Station: 759-3100 
A/Captain Aaron Lozada: 759-3100 - Aaron.Lozada@sfgov.org 
Patrol Lieutenants: 759-3100 
Taraval Administration & Community Sgt.: 759-3120 – Sgt. Lynn Pomatto 
Taraval Permits/ Code Abatement: 759-3123 – Officer Matt Faliano 
Neighborhood Deputy District Attorney: 553-1752 - Jack Shannon 
Website: www.taraval.org / Taraval Station E-mail: SFPDTaravalStation@sfgov.org 
To Reserve Our Community Room: taravalcommunityroom@sfgov.org (closed due to Covid) 
 

OTHER RESOURCES 
Dept. of Parking & Traffic: 553-1943 
DPW Dispatch 695-2020 
S.A.F.E. 553-1984 

 

ALL EMERGENCY CALLS: 911 

We, the members of the San 
Francisco Police Department, are committed to excel-
lence in law enforcement and are dedicated to the peo-
ple, traditions and diversity of our City. In order to pro-

tect life and property, prevent crime and reduce the 
fear of crime, we will provide service with understand-
ing, response with compassion, performance with in-

tegrity and law enforcement with vision. 

 

http://www.taraval.org/

