Taraval Station Newsletter
November 02 - November 08
Dear residents, merchants, and community stakeholders of the
Taraval District,
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I’ve mentioned in past newsletters the value of collaboration with the community and it’s police department. We
tailor our response to meet the needs of the community
based on information provided to us by the community. Among many incidents throughout the week, two in
particular stand out. On 11/4 and 11/9, Officers at Taraval
Station were alerted to crimes in progress by diligent
neighbors. In one incident a commercial burglary was interrupted before the crime could be completed and in the
other incident a burglar of a residential garage was arrested. These incidents highlight the value in ‘see something,
say something’.

A/Captain Aaron Lozada
Commanding Officer
Taraval Station
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- Compared to the same time last year (11/08/2019), the numbers year to date are as follows: Currently, we are down 43% in
vehicle burglaries, 22% in assaults, and 26% in robberies. We are
currently up 39% in vehicle thefts and 16% in home and commercial burglaries. Officers are out in your neighborhood patrolling the streets and enforcing the law. Help us; If you see something, Say something.
- If you are reporting a crime in progress, dial 9-1-1(415-5538090 on cell phones) to report fires, medical emergencies or any
emergency related to public safety. To report a non-emergency
incident (a crime that has already occurred and the suspects are
gone) please call the SFPD non-emergency phone number at 415
-553-0123 or you can go online to file certain reports at https://
www.sanfranciscopolice.org/get-service/police-reports/file-

Next Community
Meeting:
Virtual Community Meeting With
A/Captain Aaron Lozada. Thursday,
November 19, 2020 at 5:00 PM

Taraval Community Room Will Be
Closed Until Further Notice.

Thank you for subscribing to
our Newsletter.
Please follow us on:
Twitter:
@SFPDTaraval
Website: http://
www.taraval.org
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Happy Veterans Day
Honoring All The Men And Women Who Served And Continue To Serve This Country.

Why we celebrate Veterans Day?
According to Wikipedia, Veterans Day (originally known as Armistice Day) is a federal holiday in the United
States observed annually on November 11, for honoring military veterans, that is, persons who have served
in the United States Armed Forces (and were discharged under conditions other than dishonorable). It coincides with other holidays including Armistice Day and Remembrance Day which are celebrated in other countries that mark the anniversary of the end of World War I. Major hostilities of World War I were formally ended at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, when the Armistice with Germany went into
effect. At the urging of major U.S. veteran organizations, Armistice Day was renamed Veterans Day in 1954.
Veterans Day is distinct from Memorial Day, a U.S. public holiday in May. Veterans Day celebrates the service
of all U.S. military veterans, while Memorial Day honors those who had died while in military service. Another
military holiday that also occurs in May, Armed Forces Day, honors those currently serving in the U.S. military. Additionally, Women Veterans Day is recognized by a growing number of U.S. states that specifically
honors women who have served in the U.S. military.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterans_Day
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A guiding principle of the San Francisco Police Department is its commitment to treating all people with dignity, fairness, and respect. It is crucial
for our members to carry out their duties in a manner free from bias and
eliminate any perception of policing that appears biased. Biased policing
is unsafe, unjust, and ineffective. It also alienates the public, fosters distrust of police, and undermines legitimate law enforcement efforts.
The SFPD is dedicated to ensuring our officers and professional staff provide unbiased, quality service to the diverse communities we work for.
Our goal is to provide fair and positive interactions between San Francisco
officers and the people we are proud to serve.
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Protect Your Vehicle Against Catalytic Converter Theft

The catalytic converter was mandated for all U.S. cars and trucks in 1975, to convert harmful pollutants into
less harmful emissions before they left the exhaust system. Precious metals such as platinum, palladium,
rhodium or gold are used as the catalyst. Depending on which metal was used, thieves can sell the converters to metal recyclers for $20-$200. The recyclers then extract the metal and resell thousands of dollars an
ounce, as in the case of rhodium. While national theft figures are not recorded for catalytic converter theft,
the crime has risen in tandem with sharply rising metal prices.
Thieves can remove a catalytic converter quickly, often in less than two minutes. The only tools a thief
needs are a wrench (for converters that are bolted on) or a reciprocating saw (for converters that are welded in). Most common vehicle we’ve seen hit are Toyota Prius and vehicles with high ground clearance.

We recommend parking your vehicle in your garage or in a well-lit area and close to heavy foot or vehicle
traffic. Have the catalytic converter welded to your car’s frame. Engrave your vehicle’s identification number (VIN) on the catalytic converter. Determine if your vehicle has a motion sensor or consider installing one
where any motion will trigger the alarm. There are also newer security features can be added to enclose the
catalytic converter.
Taraval Officers had arrested the suspects on two incidents. We had seen only a slight decline after those
arrest, but the thefts are still on going. If you see something say something, report it to the police.
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Thieves can Break Into Locked Garages with Just a Coat Hanger

A burglar can open a closed roll up garage door in seconds, with just a small block of wood and a coat
hanger. This garage door safety release mechanism can be tripped from outside of your garage door with
nothing more than a coat hanger. To open up a roll-up garage door, all a thief needs to do is thread a coat
hanger or hooked piece of wire through the top of the door and pull the emergency latch. By disengaging
the safety release on your door the door can be rolled up by hand to let a thief inside and then quickly back
down as if nothing were out of the ordinary.
It’s very easy to defeat an automatic garage door opener and break into a garage, especially when you have
garage door windows that enable a thief to see exactly what they’re doing. Even without windows the task is
fairly easy and can be done just on feel and knowing the mid-point of your garage where the release cord is
located.
Removing the cord makes getting in a bit more time-consuming for a burglar to get inside your garage. If it
takes too long the thief may give up rather than risk getting caught in the act of braking in your garage.
The Best Solution – Lock the release lever into the engaged position. On some garage door openers, you can
use a plastic cable tie or some thin wire to tie the lever to the carriage assembly it is attached to. The lever
always has a hole in it (to attach the release cord) and some carriage assemblies have holes you can run the
cable tie or wire through. If your garage door release doesn’t, you can drill a hole. The idea is that you just
need to make it virtually impossible for a flimsy coat hanger to be able to pull the lever down, while, at the
same time, allowing you to cut or remove your simple lock from inside the garage. One options is using zip
-ties to lock the engaging arm on the automatic opener. While this will prevent the bypass technique employed by thieves, the safety pull handle can still be yanked hard from inside the garage to break the zip ties
in an emergency. Another way is to create a shield or cover so the coat hanger can not access the release.
These methods will still allows you to use your remote control to open the garage door. Search the internet
or ask your garage door specialist for more safety preventions.
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With the Covid-19 restrictions lifting in phases and many of us are
starting to venture out again, here are some Package Theft Prevention
Guide from SFSafe to help prevent your packages from being stolen.
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Beware of Scams
Fake Check Scams
Consumers paid with phony checks for work or for items they’re trying to sell, instructed to wire money back
to buyer
Prizes/Sweepstakes/Free Gifts
Requests for payment to claim fictitious prizes, lottery winnings, or gifts
Recovery/Refund Companies
Scammers contact victims and claim the consumer owes money on a fictitious debt or to help recover money lost in a previous scam
Advance Fee Loans, Credit Arrangers
False promises of business or personal loans, even if credit is bad, for a fee upfront
Phishing/Spoofing
Emails pretending to be from a well-known source ask consumers to enter or confirm personal information
Computers: Equipment and Software
Scammers claim to offer “technical support” for computer problems and charge a fee to fix a nonexistent
problem
Scholarships/Grants
For a fee, a “search company” offers to conduct customized search for scholarships or grants for students.
Scammers take money and run or provide a worthless list
Friendship & Sweetheart Swindles
Con artist nurtures an online relationship, builds trust, and convinces victim to send money
Charitable Solicitations
Scammers contact victims claiming to represent non-existent charities (or real charities they don’t actually
work for) and ask for donations.
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Police Commission Disciplinary Actions "Veronese"
Reports
Quarterly Disciplinary Review Board report is located at:
https://sfgov.org/policecommission/police-commission-disciplinary-actions-veronese-reports

Published Reports
Information to the community on Use of Force, Early Intervention System, FDRB Reports, Reports on lAD and Police Commission
Sustained Complaints and Sworn Demographics and General information regarding the investigation of Officer Involved Shootings,
including the Quarterly Update on Officer Involved Shooting Investigations located at:
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/your-sfpd/published-reports
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Previous Weeks Notable Incidents
*** Not all crimes are reported in the daily report, addresses shown are the “Unit Block” where the incident took place.

Daily Crime Report :: Mon – November 02, 2020
No notable incidents for this day. Go to http://www.taraval.org/?p=17899

Daily Crime Report :: Tue – November 03, 2020
Warrant Arrest
5:00 pm
4200 Lawton St
Officers responded to a report of a person who was acting erratically while in possession of a knife. Responding officers located the
suspect and a computer search revealed an arrest warrant. However, a search did not locate the reported knife. The suspect was
arrested.
Domestic Violence
One incident of domestic violence; the suspect was arrested.
One incident of a family member threatening the other family member with knife; the suspect was arrested.

Daily Crime Report :: Wed – November 04, 2020
Battery
4:18 pm
1900 32nd Ave
Officers responded to a report of an incident of battery and made contact with the victim, and senior. The victim reported that her
son, the suspect, had grabbed her and violently shook her while yelling at her. The suspect then fled the area.

Daily Crime Report :: Thu – November 05, 2020
No notable incidents for this day. Go to http://www.taraval.org/?p=17899

Daily Crime Report :: Fri – November 06, 2020
No Driver’s License – Traffic Violation – Cited
11:01 pm
Pacheco St & 9th Ave
Officers were on patrol in the area when they observed a driver driving off in a vehicle that did not have a rear license plate. The
officers conducted a traffic stop and a computer check revealed that the driver did not have a valid license. The driver was cited.
Battery
2:32 pm
Ocean Ave & Junipero Serra Blvd
Officers responded to a report of a battery. The victim reported that she and her friends he suspect, had been driving around when
the victim decided they should return to Monterey, California. The suspect disagreed and an argument ensued before the suspect
exited the vehicle and forcibly dragged the victim out of the car. The suspect then drove away.
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Notable Incidents (Cont.)
Daily Crime Report :: Sat – November 07, 2020
Brandishing A Weapon
5:45 am
00 Higuera Ave
The victim, a security employee, reported that he had located a broken fence in the parking garage and was attempting to take photos
when two suspects suddenly ran away from the area. The victim caught one of the suspects, a male, and was attempting to detain him
when the second suspect, a female, brandished a gun and demanded the victim to let them leave. The suspects then fled the area.

Note: Not all crimes are reported
Read More
Daily Crime Reports
Do you want to know what happens daily in the District?
Read more at http://www.taraval.org/?cat=14
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Auto Burglaries 11/02/20 –11/08/20

If the dots does not add up to the number, there may be multiple incidents with the same address.
*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation. Numbers may or
may not change as more information becomes available. Production date 11/10/20 - 0900 hrs
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Commercial and Residential Burglaries
11/02/20 – 11/08/20

If the dots does not add up to the number, there may be multiple incidents with the same address.
*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation. Numbers may or
may not change as more information becomes available. Production date 11/10/20 - 0900 hrs
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Robbery 11/02/20 – 11/08/20

If the dots does not add up to the number, there may be multiple incidents with the same address.
*Note: The map accurately reflects the information available at the time of preparation. Numbers may or
may not change as more information becomes available. Production date 11/10/20 - 0900 hrs

November 2020.1

17

November 2020.1

18

Definition of Suspicious Activity
Suspicious activity is any observed behavior that could indicate a crime-related incident has been committed, or about to be committed. Unusual items or situations: A vehicle is parked in an odd location, a package/luggage is unattended, a window/door is open that is usually closed, or other out-of-the-ordinary situations
occur.
Examples of Suspicious Activity:



An individual peering into vehicles, to try, and locate any valuables left unattended.



An individual trying door handles to vehicles, and/or residences to gain access to the vehicle and/ or residence.



An individual checking front doors of residences to locate any unattended packages or individuals following delivery trucks to see where the truck is
dropping off packages.



Please dial 911 to report crimes in progress, suspicious activity or for life threatening emergencies. If it is not an emergency, dial (415) 553-0123.

Definition of Community Policing
Community policing, or community-oriented policing, is a strategy of policing that focuses on police building ties and working closely with
members of the communities.
Homeless Outreach and Outreach to Drug Users:
Taraval Station has two officers that coordinate with city agencies to provide outreach and assistance to rehabilitate those who are
dependent on illegal drugs and outreach to homeless individuals to connect them with resources and support.
Foot Patrols:

Taraval Station has 3 foot beat locations. These officers are assigned to Irving St, West Portal Ave and Ocean Ave.
Monthly Police Community Relations Meetings:
Monthly community meeting are currently on hold due to the current situation, we will update everyone with the date and location
of our next meeting. Stay tune for more info.
Email Updates:
Taraval Station will send out newsletter updates to residents in the District that alerts residents of crime trends, upcoming community events, crime prevention tips, and information on how to contact officers at the District Station.
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Police Commendation
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/get-service/police-commendation

Everyone appreciates a compliment! There are several ways you can offer a compliment to our officers and civilian workers for a
job well done:
You can email the Captain of the station in your neighborhood. For Taraval Station, Email Aaron.Lozada@sfgov.org
You can contact the department’s Community Engagement Division, at: sfpdcommunityrelations@sfgov.org.
You can also write to or email Chief William Scott:
San Francisco Police Headquarters, Chief's Office
1245 3rd Street, 6th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94158
SFPDChief@sfgov.org

Police Complaint
https://www.sanfranciscopolice.org/get-service/police-complaint

The San Francisco Police Department is committed to ensuring that all of our officers and civilian staff provide unbiased, quality
service to our City’s diverse communities. Toward that goal, the SFPD and the City of San Francisco provide several ways to file a
complaint.
The Department of Police Accountability is charged with impartially investigating complaints against SFPD officers and making policy recommendations regarding police practices. You can also call the DPA at 1-415-241-7711 (the TTY line is 1-415-241-7770)
or visit the Department of Police Accountability website to file a complaint at https://sfgov.org/dpa/.
The DPA is located at 1 South Van Ness Ave., 8th Floor, San Francisco, CA 94103.
You may also contact a department supervisor at any SFPD police station. Each station is open 24 hours a day. SFPD personnel are
required to receive complaints courteously and to assist you with filing them.
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Make the Right Call SF
Make the right call. Keep 9-1-1 available for emergencies.
9-1-1
Police, Fire & Medical
Available 24/7
Is there a danger to life, property or the environment?
Is there a crime in progress?
Is someone having a medical emergency and needs immediate assistance?
Is there a fire?
If you answered YES to any of these questions, immediately call 9-1-1.

3-1-1
City Services & Information
Available 24/7
Police reports for crimes not in progress such as:
-Auto Burglaries
-Petty Theft
-Vandalism
Report graffiti, potholes, abandoned vehicles, or blocked driveways.
Garbage and recycling services
Street and park maintenance
Property Tax Payments
Birth Certificates
Marriage Licenses

Business Registration

415-553-0123
Police Non-Emergency Assistance
Available 24/7
Noise complaints
Loitering
Citizen standby
Wellness checks

November 2020.1

23

SFPD RESOURCES
EMERGENCY: 911
Non-Emergency: 553-0123
Cell Phone 911: 911 / 553-8090
Customer Service Center: 311
SFPD Tip Line: 566-0115
Anonymous Tip-Line 575-4444
Chinese Tip Line: 315-2435
Text a Tip: 847411 (Tip 411)
Blessing Scam Hotline: 553-9219
Graffiti Abatement: 850-6951

TARAVAL STATION RESOURCES
Taraval Station: 759-3100
A/Captain Aaron Lozada: 759-3100 - Aaron.Lozada@sfgov.org
Patrol Lieutenants: 759-3100
Taraval Administration & Community Sgt.: 759-3120 – Sgt. Lynn Pomatto
Taraval Permits/ Code Abatement: 759-3123 – Officer Matt Faliano
Neighborhood Deputy District Attorney: 553-1752 - Jack Shannon
Website: www.taraval.org / Taraval Station E-mail: SFPDTaravalStation@sfgov.org
To Reserve Our Community Room: taravalcommunityroom@sfgov.org (closed due to Covid)

OTHER RESOURCES
Dept. of Parking & Traffic: 553-1943
DPW Dispatch 695-2020
S.A.F.E. 553-1984

ALL EMERGENCY CALLS: 911
We, the members of the San
Francisco Police Department, are committed to excellence in law enforcement and are dedicated to the people, traditions and diversity of our City. In order to protect life and property, prevent crime and reduce the
fear of crime, we will provide service with understanding, response with compassion, performance with integrity and law enforcement with vision.
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